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] eam’ve gotfmmnave

been turned away because
i theBoalﬂsgottheMper-
» Joint Admission centile calculations wrong,
Board should look | What went wrong?
ilmaebememle ~ There is a mistake in under-

criterion standing. The Boards did the

P8 ) A fixed cut-offfor | calculation voluntarily On
big boards, 20 percentile for |  top of that, they calculated it
smaller ones ’ on the basis of those who ap-
» If 1.5 lakh students are peared instead of those who
appearing we should see if passed the Class XII exami-

JEE (Advanced) can be nation. Right from the begin-

made subjective ning, the JEE website has

« ; been saying 20 percentile has

each board. Intellect is to be on the basis of those who

distributed and the Class XII  passed the test. So we had to
only, not intellect. What happens to students

Seventy-nine students who who have lost out?
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Itisunfortunate.Butnoﬂxmg
can be done now.

You met with the HRD min-
~ister also on this. 4
Yhs.Butwe’llnotchan@qur‘
stand. If we do an
Mhbasenas

Wecanlookintothemper-
centile criterion as well as

“nnmberofstudmm'nhoean
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» Admission system
overhauled apparently in bid
to reduce burden on students
and make

results (Board marks) matter

» Passing IIT tests not normalization for lay persons

-main and the JEE Advanced | enough, final rank decided by | failed. Beyond few steps, the
> Top 1,50,000 of those who ~complicated process stops
qualified in JEE Main took JEE making sense

» To bring Board results from

all Boards (CBSE, state, others)
the 16 HiTs. Total 9,¢ into a standardized format,
> Those who didn't make it to | 9ualifying students’ Class Xl
JEE Advanced stood a chance .
to study at the IlITs, NITs and of good ranking in IIT Advanced
Central Funded Technical test hadn’t actually got in
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‘New formula robbed
me of a second chance’

Nishant Gupta scored How have your parents
91.1% in Class XII of And- NISHANT GUPTA | takenit?

- hra Pradesh Board and was » My parents are telling me
allotted civil engineering in Class XII score: to appear for the examina-
IIT-Bombay. His dream score 91.1% tion next year. But since the
came crashing down after the - eligibility criterion will not
double blow of the normali- change I don’t want to sit for
zation process and the 20-per- it again. The government
centile rule. He spoke to TOL o can do just about anything.
Excerpts: - Next year I'll try to get into

Vellore Institute of Tech-
How did you get to know | JEE calculation for top 20 nology.
that the IIT dream is rcentile cut-off: 91.8%
over? Do you think the idea of
On the night of July 3, I a single examination has
got to know that I won’t be worked?

getting into IIT. The first

cut-off announced by the

Andhra Pradesh Board was 476 out of 530.
This was later revised. Finally the JEE an-
nounced the score of 487 as the cut-off. My
score was 483.

What was your reaction?

I didn’t know what to say. I've no hope of
getting into any engineering college this
year. I didn’t take admission in NIT, ex-
pecting to get into IIT. I even gave up ad-
mission to BITS, Pilani where I'd got me-
chanical engineering.

No. Instead of one there are

three examinations now: The
Class XII exam, JEE (Main) and then there
is the JEE (Advanced). Exactly the opposite
has happened.

What would you suggest?

If the government wants to place so much
emphasis on Class XII results it should
give at least 5% quota to Board toppers.
Also, instead of a cut-off of 60% in Class
XII as was the criterion till last year, it
should be made 80%. Students will then
have a fixed target.
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~IIT (Ab)Normalization:
How they got it wrong

Experiment Goes Awry: Students Pay Heavily For Botch-Up

Akshaya Mukul | TNy

apil Sibal wanted his stint as

HRD minister to be memorable.

He wanted to leave behind an en-
during legacy. He proposed sweeping
changes in the education system.

In the nearly three-and-half years
he was at the helm, the most effective
change he undertook was confined to
examinations: The CBSE Class X board
examination was made optional. Then,
after lengthy deliberations, a single ex-
amination for engineering was mooted.

Students, who spent their summers
taking one entrance test after another,
lapped up the idea. By putting the em-
phasis on the Class XII results, the gov-

ernment wanted to restrict the coach-

ing centres’ hold on the system. But
there were enough detractors too.

States, though supportive, weren’t
willing to yield ground. Only Gujarat
and Nagaland agreed. Haryana and
Uttarakhand were already part of the
earlier All India Engineering Entrance
Examination and went along. The IITs,
fearing a drop in quality, weren’t keen
to be integrated with a larger system.
A complicated normalization process
was devised to bring all boards on a par.
The idea was to factor in Class XII re-
sult with JEE (Main) scores for admis-
sions to NITs and central government
technical institutes.

The IITs still had their say. Only 1.5

A S Ll € S0 F I D08 )
BOARDS OF CONTROL

Cut-off Percentage Hugely Varied for Top
20 Percentile. Some Boards cut-offs:

> Tamil Nadu909%  » W Bengal 61.2%

» ICSE 83.2%

» Assam 56.6%

lakh of those who cleared JEE (Main)
could take JEE (Advanced) for [T ad-
missions. Of these, only 1.2 lakh finally
appeared. A high JEE (Advanced) score
wasn’t enough for an IIT seat. The extra
factor was the stress on the Class XII
result. A student had to be in the top
20 percentile of his/her Board result.
Instead of a single examination, a com-
plicated two-tier system was created in
arush.

Since June, it’s been chaos. The sin-
gle exam dream went awry. Students
couldn’t crack the normalization for-
mula till the JEE (Main) scores came.
Those with high JEE (Main) marks and
reasonably high Class XII scores - by to-

day’s standard 90% isn’t a good enough

Boards score — found their ranks had
slipped. Litigations began. SR
The 20 percentile factor became

contentious because Boards got their
calculations wrong. They calculated
it on the basis of total students who
had taken the state’s Class XII exams,
whereas it had to be on the basis of the
number of students who had passed.
Many like Nishant (see interview) suf-
fered. Cut-off percentages jumped, es-
pecially in Andhra Pradesh, barring 79
students from a possible IIT seat. IIT-
Delhi director R V Shevgaonkar said
the Boards overstepped their brief. “It’s
unfortunate but nothing can be done.”

CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi said
the confusion was because it was the
first year. Stress on Boards marks
had thrown up interesting results,
he added. “Preliminary analysis of
data reveals this year NITs will have
a bigger representation of women and
those from rural and semi-rural back-
grounds.” The new system should con-
tinue. “But genuine concerns should be
addressed.”

Joshi hopes from next year more
states would join in. Joshi’s eventual
dream: A single examination that can
be taken more than once in a year to
improve scores.

Shevgaonkar, though not critical
of normalization, favours IITs hav-

. ing their own entrance test. But the
confusion and tears of students being

brushed aside as teething problems
could have been avoided with transpar-
ency and deliberation.



W Is AICTE doing something about
involving industries?
We are coming up with a list of
50 institutions on a normative basis
to promote research. They will pro-
vide 3,000 sq ft of their campus area
to industries around the institute. We
will gather information on the spe-
cific tie-ups that institutes have with
i to promote research. Based
on that we will classify institutions
as maybe the first 20-30 and promote
them actively with collaborations

with the industry. We will start with

the engineering sector and will
extend the scheme to management.
B Will industry be a of this?
And'wlll students bep:b?e to find

This whole process has been on
for two years and we have formed
sector-specific meetings. Industry

sectors have created the content. The ‘

auto content has been created
companies like Mahindra

and Ashok Leyland. In the

telecom sector we are talking to
Nokia. In the IT sector, Microsoft is
on board. In fact, the whole tnlnlng
is to be provided by the industry an,
industry associates.

B Cos
re is a lot of excess seat capaci-
l;ow is AICTE dealing with
t

. There are two problem areas:
one, institutes in the rural sector are
unable to attract the best teachers or
set up good infrastructure and, con-
mﬂy. students and two, even

the cities, there are vacancies,
though less. There is another trend
at work. In a given year, students per-
ceive a cular branch to be of
importance and rush there, creating

vacancies in other branches.

¥ So how do you increase the input?
- These are initiatives that need to
be taken by state and central gov-
ernments. I believe that setting up of
oSS KA SRS S

ming to technical education,
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Tech step forwar

Chairman DR SS MANTHA shares details about the All India

Council for Technical Education (AICTE)

a financial corporation by a state and
central initiative is essential.

They should give soft loans to
students at the input level, identify
them and push them into the edu-

up.

®B-schools say AICTE is forcing
them to accept Common
cation formal

1 1l or voca- Management Aptitude Test
tional. That would enable your econ- PN

Financial Chronicle ND 25/07/2013

omy, GER and employability to go

ing their own examination. Every
exam has a prospectus that costs a
minimum ¥5,000. How many stu-
dents can afford this? Besides, how
many exams can I give? So all we
have said is every institution should
accept a CMAT. We will be con-
ducting this test twice every year.

W Admission to :ﬁfmu
leges in India is s! with
corruption and hng capitation
fees. What should be done to cor-
rect the situation.?

‘We have 20-25 per cent vacant
seats at the entry level in most engi-
neering colleges. There is a state level
fee committee, headed by a retired
high court judge and every institute
gets its accounts examined.

We have a regulation for an
ombudsman, every university should
have an ombudsman, and every
institution should have a grievance
committee.

What happens in reality is that
all parents want their child t::fget
admission in a city college, therefore
seats in distant colleges remain
vacant and overcrowding in city-
based engineering colleges gives rise
to malpractices.

It’s a tug-of-war between givers
and takers. Convenience therefore
gets priority over regulation and all
parties: students, parents, and insti-
tutions overlook regulations. If
caught,however, the reper-
cussions are bound to
be severe.

The supply-
demand scenario,
today needs to be
assessed correctly.
It’s not only the
education sector.

col-

We have | THEM We have to map
not. The prob- L rbbath the industry sec-
lem is today you f tor as well. So that
have 20 manage- we can create a win-
ment entrance - win situation that will
exams plus with a host truly help increase our
of institutions conduct- GDP.
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2 varsities in EU Namaste scheme

IIT-Guwahati and Assam University, Silchar have
‘been included in European Union’s Networking
and Mobility Actions for Sustainable Technology
and Environment (NAMASTE) scheme.



Nalanda varsity
set for a new life

By Giridhar Jha in Patna

Mail Today ND 25-Jul-13

THE ancient Nalanda Univer-
sity— known for its educa-
tional excellence across the
world for centuries —is all set
to rise like the proverbial

phoenix.

The new university in Bihar will

start its academic activi-
ties next year. Vice-chan-

cellor Gopa Sabharwal
said the two post-graduate
courses in the School of
Ecology and Environment
Studies and the School of
Historical Studies would
kick off in 2014.

Two PG courses will
kick off next year
R T R S R (SN SR e

Academic excellence, how-
ever, will not be the sole objec-
tive. The university seeks to
foster closer ties with all the
neighbouring villages. The
ancient university was first set
up as a learning centre where
villagers used to provide meal
to the monks who studied
there. Now, it’s payback time.
The new university will offer
courses that will facilitate
development of these villages.

P-10

CROSSING THE HURDLES

¥ In 2008, Bihar CM Nitish
Kumar faced protest from
farmers while acquir-
ing land for the uni-
versity. Farmers
said they would not
part with their
ancestral land
unless the govt gave
them money on a par
with prevalling rates

“This will be the unique fea-
ture of the new university,” said
N.K. Singh, JD-U’s Rajya
Sabha member, who is a mem-
ber of the board of governors
headed by Nobel laureate and
the university’s chancellor

a Sen.

“This will be the only univer-

sity which, as part of its aca-

i W The decision of chan-

: cellor Amartya Sen to

appoint Sab-
- harwal had also
raised the hackles
. of many academi-
. cians in Bihar who
alleged that she
. was not qualified
enough to hold such

fan important post

demic responsibility, will take
care of 200 villages surrounding
its campus... It will be a pay-
back to those villages which
supported the ancient univer-
sity,” Singh said.

The university has already
identified 60 villages so far with
which it will work for their
growth. Earlier, Bihar CM

Page 6 of 8

The master plan of Nalanda Unlverslty was deslgned by Vastu Shllpa Consultants

Nitish Kumar had entrusted
the task of identifying the 200
ancient villages that were
linked to the ancient university
on the Patna-based KP Jai-
sawal Institute.

The UPA has, of late, acceler-
ated the construction work of
its ambitious ¥2,154-crore uni-
versity. At a recent meeting
chaired by PM Manmohan
Singh, the Union cabinet gave
its nod to many privileges and
immunities to the varsity for its
efficient functioning. Among
other things, it also exempted
its vice-chancellor and aca-
demic staff from taxation in a
bid to attract the best of tal-
ents from across the globe.

In May 2013, the board of gov-
ernors had approved the mas-
ter plan designed by Ahmed-
bad-based Vastu Shilpa
Consultants, which won an
architectural design competi-
tion to get the project.
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ible to mosquitoes

:Bugs Unable To Detect User For 48 Hours.

asimple, affordableandscala- changer in lowering instance
blsaﬁckerthatanbeusedby of malaria, dengue, filariasis
individuals in regions im- and other dangerous diseas-
- pacted by . said Ray. Bl
mosquito-borne diseases. Kite's technology is the

Estimated to cost a frac- culminationof yearsof devel-
- tion of existing repellents, opment work on a class of
Kite isapplied to clothingand odour ¢ 8
: can be used by people of all ag- mmn-mxiceompmmdsnp-

proved for
nant mothers. ttonbyﬂwUSPoodandDmg
Administration. “The Kite

how Olfactor Labs has rapidly ; Mosquito Patch !xn'tjust an-
taken our initial discovery to other mosquito product, buta
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‘BITS-Pilani
has the right
formula for

Board results’

Yash Mehroira scoved 191
in JEE (Mmir) and 32.1% in
AP Board. Normalization put
paid o his hopes of a seat in
an NIT. He's finally joined a
private IT college in Noida.
He spoke (o TOIL Excerpis;

Were you expecting nor-
malization to end your
dreams?

No. The normalization formu-
la came after the Class XII re-
sult. Before that we'd thought
with my Class XII marks and
JEE (Main) score, I'd rank in
the 10,000-range. But normali-
zation changed all that.

YASH MEHROTRA

Jee (Main)
Marks: 191
AP Board
Percentage:
92.10
Jee (Main) Percentile: 98.74
AP Board Percentile; 86.78
After Mormalization, Yash's
Board marks: 90.05
40% Mormalised Board
Marks: 3602
60% JEE Main Score; 114.60
Total Normalized Score:;
150.62
Yash's Rank: 33,684
Expected rank without
Board normalization:
Approx 12,0
Status: Didn't get any seat
in Central Counselling

Will you appear for the
£Xam next vear?

Mo point unless normaliza-
tlon's removeld. 'IMis year,
students from Andhra Board
had no chance of getting a
rank within 20,000 without
a 97% in class XII In my
school, barely 10 out of 200
students were within 20,000,
I'm hugely disappointed.

What changes should be
made?

Overemphasis on Class XII
could result in neglecting
JEE (Main). Normalization
shouldn't be used. Now engi-
neering aspirants will study
English or French to score
additional marks, nstead,
cut-off should be used like
BITS, Pilani does.
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